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SAFEGUARDING SUNDAY This year’s theme, “Love 
Protects,” reminds us that safeguarding is more than 
a policy or a set of procedures, it is a practical 
expression of Christ’s love. It is an important occasion 
to remember and acknowledge all those who have 
experienced abuse and harm within the Church, and 
to recognize the deep and lasting trauma that such 
experiences can cause. We hold survivors and victims 
in our thoughts and prayers, acknowledging their 
courage and the importance of listening to their stories with compassion, respect and 
without judgement. As a parish community, we place the safety, dignity and wellbeing 
of children, young people and vulnerable adults at the heart of our parish life, we 
reflect the love and care that are at the heart of the Gospel. Our commitment to 
safeguarding must include not only preventing harm but also taking concerns 
seriously, supporting those who have been harmed, and continuing to learn from their 
experiences. Safeguarding Sunday is also an opportunity to give thanks for the many 
clergy, parish staff, volunteers and Safeguarding Officers who generously contribute 
to building cultures of safety, trust and respect. 
 
 
WORLD YOUTH DAY 2027 - SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA Join CYM in Seoul, South 
Korea for World Youth Day 2027, a once in a lifetime opportunity to encounter faith, 
friendship, culture, and the global Church alongside millions of young people from 
around the world. WYD Seoul 2027 will be a life-changing pilgrimage you’ll never 
forget. Expressions of Interest are NOW OPEN. https://cym.com.au/world-youth-day-
2027.html  
 
 
SPRING CONCERT FUNDRAISER FOR THE HOMELESS  The Fremantle Chamber 
Orchestra and the Rotary Club of Attadale invite you to experience Corelli, Mozart, 
Sinding and Mercadante’s Flute Concerto in E featuring flautist Michael Howell. 
Conducted and solo by Paul Wright. 20 September 3.00pm at Fremantle Town Hall. 
To reserve your ticket call Natalie on 0438 933 250 or purchase at the door. 
 

http://www.norbertines.org.au/
http://www.therecord.com.au/
https://cym.com.au/world-youth-day-2027.html
https://cym.com.au/world-youth-day-2027.html


LITURGY PROGRAMME – SEPTEMBER 2026 
 

 

Sunday 13  24th Sunday “Per Annum” – Year A 
Sat  6.30 pm     Vigil Mass  (Fr Francis SVD & KP Paul – RIP) 
Sun 7.25 am   Lauds 
       8.30 am   Mass (Rosa Joseph - RIP) 
     10.00 am   Mass (Pro Populo)  
       5.30 pm    Vespers 
 

Monday 14   Exaltation of the Holy Cross - Feast 
       6 25 am   Lauds 
       6.45 am   Mass (Gian Paolo Domenico & family - RIP) 
       5.30 pm   Vespers 
 
Tuesday 15    Our Lady of Sorrows - Memorial 
       6.25 am    Lauds 
       6.45 am    Mass (Anmary Joy – RIP) 
       9.00 am    Mass (Ante Sule – RIP) 
       5.30 pm    Vespers  
 

Wednesday 16  Sts Cornelius, & Cyprian, Martyrs - Memorial 
       6.25 am    Lauds 
       6.45 am    Mass  
       9.00 am    Mass  
       5.30 pm    Vespers  
 

Thursday 17     Weekday 
       6.25 am    Lauds 
       6.45 am    Mass  
       9.00 am    Mass (Sr Roberta Dillon RSM – RIP) 
       5.30 pm    Vespers  
 

Friday 18   Weekday  
       6.25 am    Lauds 
       6.45 am    Mass  
       8.10 am    Mass  
       5.30 pm    Vespers  
 

Saturday 19   Weekday  
       7.25 am   Lauds 
       7.45am   Mass (Oswald & Suzanna Dewar – RIP) 
       4.45 pm   Sacrament of Penance 
       5.30 pm   Vespers 
 

 

NEXT WEEK         25th SUNDAY “PER ANNUM” Year A –  19/20 Sept 2026 
                          Masses:   Saturday: 6.30 pm;  Sunday: 8.30 am,  10.00 am 

READINGS First Reading Second Reading Gospel 

13 Sept 2026 Sirach 27:30-28:7 Rom 14:7-9 Mt 18:21-35 

20 Sept 2026 Is 55:6-9 Phil 1:20c-24,27a Mt 20:1-16a 



FUNERAL DETAILS HEATHER 
PARSONS, a long time parishioner of 
Queens Park, passed away peacefully on 
Sunday, 6 September, surrounded by her 
family. Rosary: Tuesday, 22 September 
at 7:00pm Bowra & O’Dea, Albany 
Highway, Cannington Funeral Mass: 
Wednesday, 23 September at 10:15am 
St Joseph Catholic Church, Treasure 
Road, Queens Park Karrakatta 
Cemetery: 12:30pm We pray for the 
repose of Heather’s soul and extend our 
deepest sympathy and prayers to her 
family and loved ones. 
 
 
NEPAL FLOODS APPEAL The full scale 
of the disaster is continuing to emerge. 
Hundreds of people have been killed and 
thousands are missing. Entire 
communities have been destroyed, roads 
and bridges have been washed away, 
and thousands of families have been 
displaced. The disaster was triggered by 
a massive flood surge through the Bhote 
Koshi River on 26 August. The 
humanitarian needs remain immense. 
Families urgently require food, clean 
water, shelter, health care and essential 
household items. Schools and health 
facilities have also been damaged, and 
humanitarian assessments indicate that 
thousands of children need support. To 
help visit 
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emerge
ncy-appeals/nepal-floods/nepal-floods/  
 

 

 

HEALING MASS - VOICE OF THE 
VOICELESS MINISTRY OF ST JOHN 
PAUL II Healing Mass and Adoration will 
be held at Our Lady Help of Christians 
Church 26 September, 43 Camberwell 
Street East Victoria Park. Songs of 
worship and praise will commence at 
11.30am followed by Mass at 12 noon. All 
are welcome. For further information, 
contact Cathy on 0419 162 544 

MARK KELLY 
 

Dolly 
 
There is a great article in this week’s 
edition of ‘The Record’ on the late Dolly 
Parton. Dolly was a Christian who lived a 
life largely in the spotlight, due to her 
enormous profile as a country and 
western singer. 
 
I had the pleasure of seeing her perform 
live in Perth several years ago with Kenny 
Rogers. What a rollicking good time we 
had. I find her music uplifting and her 
energy contagious. She would put 
everything into her performances and had 
the crowd in the palm of her hand. 
 
I was less aware of her humble 
background and the work she did away 
from the stage. As has been reported, she 
supported literacy and numeracy 
programs for less fortunate children to 
allow them to learn to read and write. It is 
reported that the program she started and 
funded currently sends 3 million books a 
month out to children! What a terrific 
endeavour. Dolly obviously put her 
Christian faith into action. 
She also contributed a large sum of 
money to research for a vaccination for 
Covid when the epidemic first hit the 
world.  
 
In the article in The Record, there is 
reference to a song she wrote and 
performed early in her career titled Light 
of a clear blue morning’. I downloaded 
and listened to this song. What a great 
tune and I would argue that it is a great 
way to start any day. 
 
RIP Dolly.

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/nepal-floods/nepal-floods/
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/nepal-floods/nepal-floods/
https://archdioceseofperthofficeofcommunications.cmail19.com/t/d-l-wyhhuit-tditdytuit-v/


 

READERS & COMMENTATORS 
NEXT WEEK 19/20 Sept 

2026 
6.30 pm Vigil Mass 8.30 am Mass  10.00 am Mass 

COMMENTATOR Roshika Pinto Roshell Mistika Doris Matias 

FIRST READER Teresa Grundy Delma Suares 
Jonathan Levy 

SECOND READER Teresa Zagubien Sabbia Tilli 
 

SUNDAY HOLY COMMUNION 
 HOME HOME 2 

13 Sept 2026 Patrick Matchado Paul Kelly 

20 Sept 2026 Susy Gijochan Moly Lincoln 
  

 

ST JOSEPH’S LINEN ROSTER 

13 Sept 2026 Agnes Shinn 

20 Sept 2026 Elizabeth Malelo 
 
 

FIRST COLLECTION       =  for the support  
  of the Parish Priest.  
 

SECOND COLLECTION =    for the support of the Parish. 
 

FIRST COLLECTION DIRECT DEPOSIT DETAILS  
Account Name:     St Joseph’s Priory BSB: 086 006 
Account No:          450486159  

There is no requirement for a special reference as the 
donation may be made anonymously if preferred. 
 

SECOND COLLECTION DIRECT DEPOSIT DETAILS  
Please contact the Parish Office for a Reference Number  
Account Name: Queens Park / East Cannington Church  
BSB    086 006  
Account   No: 684813298 
Reference:  Name/Number (Given to you by the Parish Office) 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PLEASE TURN 
OFF YOUR 

MOBILE 
PHONE OR 
SWITCH TO 

SILENT 

ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH 
135 Treasure Road 

Queens Park WA 6107 
PO Box 354 

Cannington WA 6987 
T:(08) 9458 2729 

      (08) 9451 5586 
F:(08) 9356 1602 

E: parish@norbert.wa.edu.au 

The Parishes of Queens Park and East Cannington were entrusted to the care 
of the Norbertine Canons  

in 1977 and 1994 respectively. 

Safeguarding Officers: 
Doris Matias      0417 931 184 
Roshika Pinto    0435 523 164 

Parish Priest: 
Fr Peter Joseph, O Praem 

06 Sept 2026     Envelopes $768.30     Loose $227.15         Direct Debit $1218.00 

mailto:Parish@norbert.wa.edu.au


 

24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – 13 SEPTEMBER 2026 
 

 
 

Collect 
 
Look upon us, O God, 
Creator and ruler of all things, 
and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Readings and Reflections 

‘Always treat others as you would like them to treat you’. With these words, Jesus sums up the teaching of 
the sermon on the Mount which began with the beatitudes (Mt 7:12).  

One of the hardest lessons to learn is forgiveness. When we encounter it, it is life-changing, inspiring. The 
mother who forgives the hit-and-run driver who killed her son. The young adult raised in an abusive 
household who reaches out to a parent in trouble. The person who lost out on a deserved promotion at 
work but who refuses to harbour a grudge.  

How is forgiveness possible? How do we bring ourselves to forgive repeatedly? Only because we have 
been endlessly forgiven ourselves… 



 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus          
27:30-28:7                   

Resentment and anger, these are foul things,  
and both are found with the sinner.  

He who exacts vengeance will experience the 
vengeance of the Lord,  

who keeps strict account of sin.  
Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you,  
and when you pray, your sins will be forgiven.  
If a man nurses anger against another,  
can he then demand compassion from the Lord? 
Showing no pity for a man like himself,  
can he then plead for his own sins?  
Mere creature of flesh, he cherishes resentment;  
who will forgive him his sins?  
Remember the last things, 

and stop hating, 
remember dissolution and death, 

and live by the commandments. 
Remember the commandments, 

and do not bear your neighbour ill-will; 
remember the covenant of the Most High, 

and overlook the offence. 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm Ps                       102:1-4, 9-12  

R. The Lord is kind and merciful;  
slow to anger and rich in compassion.  

My soul, give thanks to the Lord,  
all my being, bless his holy name.  
My soul, give thanks to the Lord  
and never forget all his blessings. R.  

It is he who forgives all your guilt,  
who heals every one of your ills,  
who redeems your life from the grave,  
who crowns you with love and compassion. R. 

His wrath will come to an end;  
he will not be angry for ever.  
He does not treat us according to our sins  
nor repay us according to our faults. R.  

For as the heavens are high above the earth  
so strong is his love for those who fear him.  
As far as the east is from the west  
so far does he remove our sins. R. 

 

 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans                    

14:7-9 

The life and death of each of us has its influence on 
others; if we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, 
we die for the Lord, so that alive or dead we belong 
to the Lord. This explains why Christ both died and 

First Reading  

Ecclesiasticus is sometimes called the Wisdom of 
Sirach. It is a loose collection of sayings compiled 
in the second century before Christ. The book does 
not offer a systematic treatment of its subject 
matter but groups together a variety of thoughts 
and maxims.  

The material is organised into couplets, a form we 
often see in the psalms. Today’s collection cluster 
around the themes of resentment and vengeance, 
forgiveness and compassion. One thought leads to 
another in a kind of ‘stream of consciousness’. The 
word ‘remember’ forms a verbal link in the last 
four sayings.  

The themes here prepare the listeners well for the 
reading of the gospel parable which we will hear 
in a few minutes.  

‘A man’ occurs twice and can be read as 
‘someone’. 

 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm  

Psalm 102/103 continues the overall theme of 
mercy and forgiveness. The centre of attention is 
God’s mercy and compassion rather than the 
mutual forgiveness we need to offer one another. 
Each couplet beautifully emphasises God’s 
forgiveness. God does not treat us as we deserve. 
He withholds anger and removes our sins.  

The message is clear. The verses are regular. The 
cantor/reader can easily proclaim these verses 
with warm thanksgiving and joy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading  

This short text brings our semi-continuous readings 
from Paul’s letter to the Romans to a close. We 
have been reading from this letter since 
Eastertime. Some may know this reading from 
funerals they have attended.  



 

came to life, it was so that he might be Lord both of 
the dead and of the living. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to Matthew                          18:21-35 

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often 
must I forgive my brother if he wrongs me? As often 
as seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, I tell 
you, but seventy-seven times. ‘And so the kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who decided to 
settle his accounts with his servants. When the 
reckoning began, they brought him a man who owed 
ten thousand talents; but he had no means of paying, 
so his master gave orders that he should be sold, 
together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the servant 
threw himself down at his master’s feet. “Give me 
time,” he said, “and I will pay the whole sum.” And 
the servant’s master felt so sorry for him that he let 
him go and cancelled the debt. Now as this servant 
went out, he happened to meet a fellow servant who 
owed him one hundred denarii; and he seized him by 
the throat and began to throttle him. “Pay what you 
owe me,” he said. His fellow servant fell at his feet 
and implored him, saying, “Give me time and I will 
pay you.” But the other would not agree; on the 
contrary, he had him thrown into prison till he should 
pay the debt. His fellow servants were deeply 
distressed when they saw what had happened, and 
they went to their master and reported the whole 
affair to him. Then the master sent for him. “You 
wicked servant,” he said, “I cancelled all that debt of 
yours when you appealed to me. Were you not 
bound, then, to have pity on your fellow servant just 
as I had pity on you?” And in his anger the master 
handed him over to the torturers till he should pay all 
his debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will 
deal with you unless you each forgive your brother 
from your heart.’ 

Paul recognises that, while people are different, 
they interact with one another. What is common to 
everyone in the Christian community is Christ – we 
belong to Christ. The passage ends with a fine 
acclamation of faith: Christ is Lord of the living 
and the dead.  

The phrases are well balanced. Because it is a 
short text, the reader should claim the people’s 
attention from the beginning and pace the 
reading deliberately. 

 

 

Gospel  

We regularly pray: ‘forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us.’ This is a 
dangerous prayer. As we seek God’s endless 
mercy, we are committing ourselves to limitless 
forgiveness of one another. Thinking himself 
generous, Peter asks, How often… seven times? 
No, says Jesus, forgive without limit. We are 
repeatedly forgiven by God, so we ought to keep 
on forgiving one another.  

The servant asks the king for time to pay; the king 
cancels the debt entirely. This is what the kingdom 
of God is like.  

Now this servant doesn’t follow the Golden Rule: 
do unto others… His behaviour is the opposite of 
the king’s and his fellow servants are scandalised; 
they report the situation. The servant comes to a 
horrible end. We can avoid such an outcome if we 
do what is right.  

In Luke’s gospel (6:36), Jesus says, Be 
compassionate as your Father is compassionate. Do 
not judge and you will not be judged; do not 
condemn and you will not be condemned; forgive 
and you will be forgiven.  

The story has vivid contrasts and gripping 
dialogue. It can be read energetically. At the 
beginning of the reading and at the end, ‘brother’ 
should be read as ‘brother and sister’. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Concluding Prayer 
 

Solemn Blessing (Ordinary Time III) 
  
May almighty God bless you in his kindness 
and pour out saving wisdom upon you. 
Amen. 
 
May he nourish you always with the teachings of the faith 
and make you persevere in holy deeds. 
Amen. 
 
May he turn your steps towards himself 
and show you the path of charity and peace. 
Amen. 
 
And may the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, and the Son,+ and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on you and remain with you for ever. 
Amen. 
  
(Adapted from the Solemn Blessing for Ordinary Time III, Roman Missal p. 715) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

An alternative translation of the scripture readings is given here from the 
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). This may be particularly useful 

for those in parishes which use the NRSV Lectionary. 
 
 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

FIRST READING (NRSV) 
 
A reading from the book of Sirach 27:30-28:7  
 
Anger and wrath, these are abominations, 
yet a sinner holds on to them. 
The vengeful will face the Lord's vengeance, 
for he keeps a strict account of their sins. 
Forgive your neighbour the wrong that is done, 
and then your sins will be pardoned when you pray. 
Does anyone harbour anger against an other, 
and expect healing from the Lord? 
If one has no mercy toward an other like oneself, 
can one then seek pardon for one's own sins? 
If a mere mortal harbours wrath, 
who will make an atoning sacrifice for that one's sins? 
Remember the end of your life, 
and set enmity aside 
remember corruption and death, 
and be true to the commandments. 
Remember the commandments, 
and do not be angry with your neighbour; 
remember the covenant of the Most High, 
and overlook faults. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (NRSV) 

 
Psalm 103.1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 (R.8) 
 
R. The Lord is kind and merciful; 
slow to anger, and rich in compassion. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits. R. 

It is the Lord who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. R. 

He will not always accuse, 
nor will he keep his anger forever. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. R. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far he removes our transgressions from us. R. 



 

SECOND READING (NRSV) 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 14:7-9  

My brothers and sisters, 
we do not live to ourselves, 
and we do not die to ourselves. 
If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; 
so then, whether we live or whether we die, 
we are the Lord's. 
For to this end Christ died and lived again, 
so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

 

 

GOSPEL  (NRSV) 

A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew   18:21-35  

Peter came and said to Jesus, 
"Lord, a brother or sister sins against me, 
how often should I forgive? 
As many as seven times?" 
Jesus said to him, 
"Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
"For this reason the kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 
When he began the reckoning, 
one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 
and, as he could not pay, 
his lord ordered him to be sold, 
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, 
and payment to be made. 
So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 
'Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.' 
The lord of that slave released him 
and forgave him the debt. 
"But that same slave, as he went out, 
called upon one of his fellow slaves 
who owed him a hundred denarii; 
and seizing him by the throat, he said, 
'Pay what you owe.' 
Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 
'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' 
But he refused; 
then he went and threw him into prison 
until he would pay the debt. 
"When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 
they were greatly distressed, 
and they went and reported to their lord 
all that had taken place. 
Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 
'You wicked slave! 
I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, 



 

as I had mercy on you?' 
And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured 
until he would pay his entire debt. 
"So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, 
if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart." 
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Contemporary English Version of Scripture extracts  

provided under licence from ICEL to Liturgy Brisbane. 
Images from Unsplash.com and Pixabay.com.  

Used under licence/with permission. 

1 

Something to Think About 
The parable in today's gospel story helps us reflect on the importance of compassion - of being able to walk in 
another's shoes in order to understand their feelings. Think about a time when you felt someone really listened to 
you and understood your feelings. 

The Story 
This gospel story is about forgiveness, and it follows on from last week’s gospel about community. To 'grow a 
community' people must be willing both to forgive and to seek forgiveness. Peter says to Jesus that forgiveness is fine 
- but surely there must be a limit! After all, surely Jesus couldn't expect his disciples (and us) to keeping forgiving and
forgiving and forgiving! The gospel message emphasises not only the need to forgive but the willingness to keep
forgiving. 70 x 7 = always!

The Scriptures 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew (18:21-35) 

Peter came up to the Lord and asked, "How many times should I forgive someone who does something wrong to me? 
Is seven times enough?" 
Jesus answered: 
"Not just seven times, but seventy-seven times! This story will show you what the kingdom of heaven is like: 
"One day a king decided to call in his officials and ask them to give an account of what they owed him. As he was 
doing this, one official was brought in who owed him fifty million silver coins. But he didn't have any money to pay 
what he owed. The king ordered him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all he owned, in order to pay the 
debt. 
The official got down on his knees and began begging, 'Have pity on me, and I will pay you every cent I owe!' The king 
felt sorry for him and let him go free. He even told the official that he did not have to pay back the money. 
As the official was leaving, he happened to meet another official, who owed him a hundred silver coins. So he 
grabbed the man by the throat. He started choking him and said, 'Pay me what you owe!' The man got down on his 
knees and began begging, 'Have pity on me, and I will pay you back.' But the first official refused to have pity. Instead, 
he went and had the other official put in jail until he could pay what he owed. 
When some other officials found out what had happened, they felt sorry for the man who had been put in jail. Then 
they told the king what had happened. The king called the first official back in and said, 'You're an evil man! When 
you begged for mercy, I said you did not have to pay back a cent. Don't you think you should show pity to someone 
else, as I did to you?' "The king was so angry that he ordered the official to be tortured until he could pay back 
everything he owed. That is how my Father in heaven will treat you, if you don't forgive each of my followers with all 
your heart." 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
13 September 2026 - Year A  

"I did not say to you to forgive seven times, but seventy-seven times." 
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Group Discussion 
Assist children to identify some forgiving phrases - 'I made a mistake' / 'I understand' / 'That's okay' / 'Let's forget it' / 
'It's okay'. Encourage them to practise them in the coming weeks (and years!). Children might like to share 
experiences of being forgiven by their parents, friends teachers or others. 

 

Praying For Others 
Leader: Let us pray now for the leaders of our Church, our world, for those in our community and for our own needs. 
Reader 1: We pray that our leaders will lead with justice and compassion. Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader 2: We pray that we will trust in God’s forgiveness. Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader 3: We pray that we will forgive others over and over. Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader 4: We pray that we will treat others with the same kindness that God treats us. Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader 5: We pray that our hearts will be full of praise for God. Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader 6: We pray for our own needs. (Invite the children to pray for their own special intentions). Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Loving God, listen to the prayers we make in the name of Jesus. 
All: Amen. 

 

Prayer 

 

 

Video (optional) 
Click to watch the video: The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Group or Family Activity (optional) 
FORGIVE JUST AS GOD FORGIVES YOU 
You will need: template for each child, crayons, scissors, glue and/or sticky 
tape for assembling. 
 

• Invite children to colour the templates. Talk about what each of the 
words say, and what the connected hearts with the numbers represent. 

• Assist children to cut out and assemble the artwork, choosing the pieces 
they wish to add to their design. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ED3fzkS-bhA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5ptO1NKZfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5ptO1NKZfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5ptO1NKZfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ED3fzkS-bhA


@www.gelovenisleuk.nl/ontwerp: Alie Holman



@www.gelovenisleuk.nl/ontwerp: Alie Holman 
Translated Clare Schwantes

God has 
a big and 
forgiving 

heart

In God's heart
there is room
for everyone

Shake hands
and forgive

just as God 
has forgiven 
you



@www.gelovenisleuk.nl/ontwerp: Alie Holman 
Translated Clare Schwantes

Forgive
each other



@www.gelovenisleuk.nl/ontwerp: Alie Holman 
Translated Clare Schwantes

God has 
a big and 
forgiving 

heart

God has 
a big and 
forgiving 

heart

In God's heart 
there is room 
for everyone

Forgive
each other

Forgive
each other

In God's heart 
there is room 
for everyone
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I’m 

sorry! I forgive 
you! 

Our father… forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 

Think of a time when you found it hard to forgive someone. 
Draw or write what happened on a piece of paper. 

NOW, TO SHOW YOU HAVE FORGIVEN THAT PERSON… 
bury the paper in the garden in a secret place or 

rip it up into lots of tiny pieces and throw it in the bin. 



Sunday 2 January 2022
John 1:1-18
2nd Sunday  
after the Nativity

In the

Sunday 13 September 2026
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time	
Matthew 18:21-35

FORGIVE!

It’s not always easy, Jesus, for 
me to forgive people when 
they have hurt me. Help me 
to be like you. Help me to be 
kind and understanding and 
to keep on forgiving. Amen.
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Jesus tells us that God forgives us – so we must forgive other people if 
they hurt or upset us!

Which is free?
We feel free when we are forgiven. 

Whose balloon is about to float free?

Write or draw in the balloon 
something you’d like to 
be forgiven for doing.

a b c
Hit 
her

Puzzle 
it out

Neve
r  
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 to h
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 agia
n

For
give

her

Give to God
Find these 
hidden words 
which show 
some of the 
wrong things 
we might need 
to forgive other 
people for doing.
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HIT
PINCH
STEAL
GRAB
KICK
KNOCK

Which 
one is it?

Albie’s little sister pulled his hair. He’s not sure what he should  
do but he knows the right answer is on one of these kites. 

How many 
times?
Jesus wants us to 
forgive other people – 
and to keep on and  
on forgiving them!

Follow the spiral 
path to Jesus. How 
many times do you 
find a heart?
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